
Howell Area Park and Recreation Youth Sports 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is the program objective? 
Youth sports programs at Howell Parks & Rec are designed to meet the needs of the 
recreational athlete. We strive to provide a fun, pressure free environment for the 
children to learn and play. The main focus is on skill development and fair play, not the 
final score.   

 
What equipment does my child need in order to play? 
Soccer 
- Shin Guards 

- Socks (to cover shin guards) 

- Soccer ball (not required but recommended) 

- Water Bottle  

Basketball 
- Basketball Shoes (please refrain from wearing street shoes during games/practices) 
- Basketball (not required but recommended) 

- Water Bottle 

Volleyball 
- Gym Shoes (please refrain from wearing street shoes during games/practices) 

- Volleyball (not required but recommended) 

- Water Bottle 
**Please label ALL personal equipment with your last name** 

 
When and where will my child’s team practice and play games? 
Coaches will be given practice locations and times at our coaches meeting. Most games 
and practices will be held between the hours of 6:00pm-8:00pm. Coaches may elect a 
certain time to practice in order to make it work for them. 

 
Soccer: 
- Oceola Fields #1-11 (Pre-K-7th/8th grade) 

Basketball: 
- 1st/2nd Grade: Elementary Schools 

- 3rd/4th Grade: Elementary Schools 

- 5th/6th & 7th/8th  Grade: HWMS Middle School 

Volleyball 
- Home Games/Practices -Three Fires Elementary and HWMS Middle School 

- Away Games- locations attached with game schedules 

 
Will my child get playing time if they never played the sport before? 
All participants will get equal playing time regardless of ability. All of our youth sports 
have a mandatory substitution policy. This is dependent on participants attending all 
practices. Coaches have the option to play children less who are not attending practices. 
 

 
Will my team play a schedule game/practice if there is inclement weather? 



We do our very best to play every scheduled game/practice that is on the schedule.  
However, there are times when weather will not allow us to play. Please check our 
website at howellrecreation.org if inclement weather is expected for cancellations. 
Indoor activities, if school is closed the program will be cancelled.   
**Please note also with basketball and volleyball, we do not have control of our indoor 
facilities at the schools, their policy is to give school teams first choice to use the gyms in 
case of inclement outdoor weather. We will do our best to inform parents as soon as we 
are aware of any practice/game changes. 

 
What can be expected of the game officials? 
Most of our referees are certified and others have a great knowledge of the sport and 
are looking to get certified. Human errors will be made and our referees will do their very 
best to make sure the game is called fairly and that your child is playing in a safe 
environment. You MUST refrain from yelling at our officials, this only makes their jobs 
more difficult as well as increases the chance of them missing calls. Please set a good 
example of sportsmanship for our children by respecting EVERYONE on the field. 

 
What is expected of the parent/guardian at games/practices? 
Supervision! Please supervise every child you bring with you to the gym. If a child leaves 
the gym for any reason, we expect an adult to be at their side. We are responsible for 
the behavior of everyone attending our programs. Without parents support we run the 
risk of losing the use of the school and township facilities.  Without the schools and 
township fields, we would not have facilities for our sports programs. It’s imperative that 
adults are with their child at all times. With some locations having as many as 5 fields it 
can become a safety problem if your child is not with you.   
*Please remember that our coaches are all volunteers, they are there to provide 
guidance to your son/daughter in the sport they are signed up for. It is recommended 
that you do not leave the gym/field during games or practices. If you decide you need to 
leave please remember to make it back by the end of the game/practice. Be especially 
aware of the weather during outdoor activities. If severe weather is expected, please do 
not leave the field.  

 
Questions, comments, or concerns? 
Always start with your coach! We have many knowledgeable volunteers who may be 
able to answer your question. If not, please feel free to contact Jaime Plis, Youth & Adult 
Sports Manager at 517-546-0693 ext. 7704 or jplis@howellrecreation.org. Office hours 
are Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm at the Bennett Recreation Center located at 925 W. Grand 
River Howell MI 48843. 
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