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ARTICLE I 
 
NAME AND OFFICE 
The name of the Authority shall be and is the “Howell Area Parks and Recreation Authority”, 
hereinafter referred to as the “Authority”. The principal office of the Authority shall be located at 
925 W. Grand River Avenue, Howell, Michigan or at such other location as may be designated by 
the Board of the Authority. 
 
ARTICLE II 
 
DEFINITIONS  
The terms “authority,” “board,” “participating municipality,” “park,” “recreational purposes,” 
“swimming pool,” “and territory of the Authority” as used in these Articles of Incorporation shall 
be as now or hereafter defined in Section 1 of Michigan Public Act 321 of 2000, as amended 
(“Act 321”), that being MCL 123.1133, et seq.  Other terms shall have such meaning as may be 
specified in the various provisions of these Articles of Incorporation. 
 
ARTICLE III 
 
PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITIES AND TERRITORY 
The participating and creating municipalities of the Authority are the City of Howell, portions of 
Genoa Township containing precinct 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 10, Township of Marion and the precincts of 
the Township of Oceola which are contained in the Howell Public School District, in the County 
of Livingston, Michigan, all of which are hereby designated and referred to in these Articles as 
the “participating municipalities.”  The “territory of the Authority” shall be all of the combined 
territory of the participating municipalities as stated in this paragraph. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Authority shall be to construct, operate, maintain and/or improve recreational 
facilities, including, but not limited to, parks, swimming pools, recreation centers, auditoriums 
and any other facilities authorized by Section 5 of Act 321, to acquire land for recreation 
purposes authorized by Section 5 of Act 321, and to provide recreational services as authorized 
by Act 321. 
 
ARTICLE V 
 
POWERS 
The Authority shall be a body corporate with power to sue or be sued in any court in the State of 
Michigan.  Its jurisdiction shall include all of the total territory embraced within the described 
boundaries of its participating municipalities, as defined in Article III of these Articles, as now 
constituted or hereafter changed through annexation, detachment, consolidation or change of 
municipal identity.   
 
The Authority shall possess all of the powers specified in Act 321 and all other laws of the State 
of Michigan and all the powers necessary to carry out the purposes thereof and those powers 
incidental thereto.  It may acquire property by purchase, lease, grant, gift, devise, land contract or 
installment purchase contract, either within or outside its corporate limits, and may hold, manage,  
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control, sell (if the assets are owned by the authority), exchange or lease owned property for a 
system of parks and public recreational facilities including, but not limited to, related buildings, 
structures, sports fields, apparatus, equipment, pathways, waterways, athletic courts and pools 
used in connection with the operation of a parks and recreation program.  It may acquire, by 
purchase, lease or otherwise, and succeed to any or all of the rights, obligations and property of 
the cities or townships, or any parts thereof, toward lands and structures within the territorial 
limits of the Authority comprising parks and recreational facilities.  Upon approval of these 
Articles of Incorporation, no approval of the electors shall be necessary for the Authority to 
acquire and/or manage parks and facilities located within or outside the Authority.  The Authority 
may sell or lease owned lands and facilities within or outside the Authority’s boundaries.  The 
Authority may exercise all powers in the management and control of Authority property, 
including the extent of use by persons residing outside the boundaries of the Authority, and in the 
administration of the Authority, whether such powers are expressly enumerated or not. 
 
ARTICLE VI 
 
TERM 
The Authority shall continue in existence perpetually or until dissolved by the majority vote of 
each of the then participating municipalities.  A participating municipality shall not withdraw 
from the Authority during the period for which the Authority has been authorized to levy a tax by 
the electors of the Authority. 
 
ARTICLE VII 
 
FISCAL YEAR 
The fiscal year of the Authority shall commence on the first day of July in each year and shall end 
on the last day of June of the subsequent year. 
 
ARTICLE VIII 
 
GOVERNING BOARD 
The Authority shall be directed and governed by an odd number Board of Trustees, known as the 
“Howell Area Parks and Recreation Authority Board” and hereinafter sometimes referred to as 
the “Board,” which shall be made up of one member selected by the governing body of each 
participating municipality, each of whom shall be an elected official of said participating 
municipality or the township or city which shall encompass said participating municipality if that 
participating municipality is a district; and a member selected by the Howell Public Schools 
Board of Education who shall reside within the Authority’s jurisdictional boundaries.  The 
Recreation Authority Board will appoint one resident who shall reside within the Authority’s 
jurisdictional boundaries to the Board, if needed, to meet the required odd number of members.  
An individual appointed by the Recreation Authority Board under this provision shall not reside 
in the same municipality as the individual selected by the Howell Public Schools Board of 
Education. This appointed member shall serve a term of not more than two (2) years and shall be 
eligible for reappointment.  This appointed member shall not be an elected official of any 
participating municipality.  Each member of the Board shall qualify by taking the constitutional 
oath of office and filing it with the clerk of his or her respective participating municipality, or in 
the case of the member selected by the Howell Public Schools Board of Education with the 
Secretary of the Howell Public Schools Board of Education, or in the case of the member selected 
by the Board, with the Secretary of the Board.     



ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
HOWELL AREA PARKS AND RECREATION AUTHORITY 

Second Amended 

   3

 
The Recreation Authority Board, the governing body of each participating municipality, and the 
Howell Public Schools Board of Education may appoint an alternate member who shall attend 
meetings and vote and otherwise act at such meetings in the absence of the member appointed by 
such governing body.  Alternate members must meet the requirements as set forth in this Article 
VIII. 
 
The Authority shall not employ members of the Board, or members of their immediate families, 
in any position other than one which is voluntary and unpaid. Each year in July, the board shall 
elect officers at an organizational meeting including: Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  Officers shall serve until the organizational meeting of the following year or until their 
respective successors shall be selected and qualified.  No selection to the Authority and no 
selection of an officer shall be deemed to be invalid because it was not made with or at the time 
specified in these Articles.  Any Board member may be removed at any time for cause or without 
cause by action of the governing body that selected such member.    
 
ARTICLE IX 
 
COMPENSATION 
Pursuant to the requirements of Act 321, members of the Authority Board shall not be 
compensated for their service by the Authority.  Each member of the Board shall, however, be 
entitled to reimbursement for all expenditures made by him or her in carrying out official duties 
as may be approved by the Board and to the extent authorized by the budget for the Authority for 
each fiscal year. 
 
ARTICLE X 
 
VACANCY   
In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the governing body selecting such representative 
shall fill the vacancy as expediently as possible.   
 
ARTICLE XI 
 
MEETINGS 
Meetings of the Authority shall be held as required and at least quarterly at such time and place as 
shall be prescribed by resolution of the Board.  Each member of the Board shall have one vote.  
Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Chairperson, or any two (2) members thereof, 
by written notice to the time, place and purposes thereof, upon each member of the Board, 
personally, or by leaving it at his or her place of residence at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to 
the time of such meeting, or by depositing the same in the U.S. Post Office or mail box within the 
limits of the Authority, at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the time of such meeting, enclosed 
in a sealed envelope properly addressed to such member at his or her home address or office 
address, whichever shall have been designated by the member, with postage fully prepaid.  If a 
member has not designated a mailing address for Board purposes, notice must be mailed to both 
the member’s home and office addresses.  Any meeting of the Board shall be held, and any notice 
therefore shall be given, in accordance with the provisions of Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 
1976, as amended.  (Open Meetings Act.)  Any member may waive notice of any special meeting 
either before or after the holding thereof.  At least a majority of the voting members of the Board 
shall be required for a quorum.  The Board shall act by motion or resolution.   A vote of the 
majority of the members of the Board who are present at any meeting, at which a quorum is  
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present, shall be sufficient for passage of any motion or resolution.  However, not withstanding 
anything herein to the contrary, any vote regarding the annual budget, capital expenditures, 
projected revenues, projected expenditures, budget and budget amendments, shall only be voted 
upon by a vote of the majority of the members of the Board, and not the majority which would 
otherwise constitute a quorum.   
 
The Board shall have the right to adopt rules governing its procedures, which are not in conflict 
with the terms of any statute of the State of Michigan or of these Articles of Incorporation.  The 
Board shall keep a record of its proceedings, which record shall be signed by the Secretary and 
open to the public.  All votes shall be “Yes,” “No” or “Abstain,” provided where the vote is 
unanimous, it shall only be necessary to so state. 
 
ARTICLE XII 
 
DUTIES OF BOARD AND OFFICERS 
The Chairperson of the Board shall be the presiding officer thereof, and shall be permitted, with 
the consent of the Board, to appoint committees of the Board as necessary.  Except as herein 
otherwise provided, the Chairperson and Board Members shall not have any executive or 
administrative functions other than as a member of the Board.  In the absence or disability of the 
Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson. The Secretary 
shall be the recording officer of the Board.  The Treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds of 
the Authority and shall give to it a bond conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties 
of his or her office.  All money shall be deposited in a bank or banks, to be designated by the 
Board, and all checks or other forms of withdrawal there from shall follow the approved financial 
policies as accepted by the Board of Trustees.  All authorized signatories shall give a bond 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the prescribed duties.  The Authority shall pay the 
cost of the bonds. 
 
ARTICLE XIII 
 
REVENUE SOURCES, BUDGETING, AND FINANCING THE AUTHORITY 
 
Revenue Sources 
The Authority shall have the power to assess and collect fees, rents, tolls, excises, and service 
charges; to borrow money and issue revenue bonds in accordance with the provisions of Act 94, 
Public Acts of Michigan, 1933, as amended; to borrow money and issue bonds on the credit of 
the Authority a sum not to exceed 2 mills of the taxable value of the taxable property within the 
territory of the Authority for the purpose of acquiring, owning, purchasing, constructing, 
maintaining or operating a system of parks and recreational facilities or any combination thereof; 
and to appropriate money annually for Authority purposes and to lay and collect taxes for 
Authority purposes in a sum not to exceed one (1) mill provided that it is approved in each 
participating municipality by a vote of the electorate, as provided in Act 321, and to raise revenue 
by any other levy or bond issuance authorized by Act 321.  The term of any bond, note, land 
contract, installment purchase contract or other borrowed money shall not extend beyond the last 
day of the fiscal year of a property tax authorized under Article XIII. 
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Financing the Authority 
 

A. Financial Contribution From Each Participating Municipality Until Millage Election 
 
Beginning in FY07/08, the participating municipalities may choose from two different funding 
levels of either $100,000 or $57,980 year.    Starting in FY 08/09 the lower contribution rate will 
rise by the Consumer Price Index for the proceeding year.  The $100,000 level shall remain the 
same until the lower tier equals $100,000 level then all contributions under this formula will rise 
by the Consumer Price Index for the proceeding year.  Residents of municipalities who choose to 
participate at $100,000 level will be entitled to the lowest program fee structure. Residents of 
municipalities who choose to fund at the $57,980 level will generally be assessed a premium 
program fee equaling the percentage difference between the $100,000 level and the lower level 
for service.  Once the contribution rates are equalized to $100,000 then all residents of 
participating municipalities will be charged the same program fees.  Any resident of a 
nonparticipating municipality will be generally charged two times the normal program fee.  
Annual financial contributions shall be made quarterly to the Authority. 
 
It is the intent of the participating municipalities and these Articles that the question of a property 
tax levy as authorized by Section 11 of Act 321 will be put to the electorate with the earliest date 
of 2010 or at such subsequent time as the board shall determine.  In the event said levy shall be 
approved, the funding mechanism in subsection B will replace the funding mechanism in this 
subsection.  In the event that the levy is not approved by the voters, or any future renewal of such 
levy is not approved by the voters, it is the intent of these Articles, without further action being 
required, that the Authority will dissolve, and said dissolution will be conducted in accordance 
with Article XV of these Articles, unless two-thirds (2/3rds) of the participating municipalities 
shall, by resolution of their governing bodies within 90 days of the failure of the millage question, 
determine that the Authority should continue.  In the event that two-thirds of the participating 
municipalities resolve to continue the Authority, all participating members not so resolving will 
put the question to their governing bodies and resolve to either continue the Authority or 
withdraw from the Authority.  Any withdrawal shall be conducted in accordance with Article 
XIV of these Articles.  In the event two-thirds, or more, participating members shall elect to 
continue the Authority following the failure of a millage question, the funding pattern set forth in 
the first paragraph of this section shall be followed unless and until the remaining participating 
municipalities amend these Articles to state a new funding mechanism and/or formula. 
 

B. Property Tax Levy 
 
As an alternative to the financial contribution formula in subsection A of this section, the 
Authority may levy a tax on all taxable property within the territory of the Authority as 
authorized by Section 11 of Act 321.  For so long as the Authority is funded by a levy as 
authorized by Section 11 of Act 321, the imposition of such a levy shall preclude the Board 
and/or Authority from requiring any further financial contributions from each participating 
municipality.  Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as preventing a participating 
municipality, by action of its governing body, from providing additional contributions to the 
Authority, for either general or a specific use.  
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C. Rollover Funding During Initial Operations 

 
In addition to the above sources, the Authority may, during its first year of operations and 
additionally until the approval of the Property Tax Levy envisioned by this Article, be funded in 
part or whole via allocation of funds already designated for recreational activities by the 
participating municipalities.  Any funds allocated directly from any participating municipality 
under this paragraph shall be credited toward that participating municipality’s share under any 
budgetary computations under paragraph A for the first year or part thereof of operations of the 
Authority.  Prior to commencement of the Property Tax Levy, the Authority Board shall make 
arrangements for the management and accounting of the Authority’s finances by contract or 
through internal accounting by one of the participating municipalities. 
 
Budgeting 
 

D. Budget Process During Periods Not Funded by Property Tax Levy 
 
For so long as the Authority is not financed by a Property Tax Levy as provided in Section 11 of 
Act 321 and Article XIII (B) of these articles, the mandates of this paragraph shall apply to the 
Authority’s budgeting process.   The Board shall prepare a proposed annual operating and capital 
budget reflecting the projected revenues and projected expenditures of the Authority for the next 
fiscal year beginning July 1.  The Board shall adopt the proposed budget by a majority vote of the 
members of the Board in such a manner as to assure submission of the adopted tentative budget to 
the participating municipalities no later than March 1 of each year.  The proposed budget shall 
provide for contributions from the member municipalities which are not greater than those which 
would be arrived at using the formula utilized in subparagraph A of this Article  After the 
approval of the proposed budget by the governing bodies of a two-thirds majority of the 
participating municipalities, the Board shall give final approval to the Authority budget for the 
next fiscal year.  The budget may be amended from time to time upon approval by the governing 
bodies of a two-thirds majority of the participating municipalities.  As used herein, the Howell 
School Board shall not be considered a participating municipality, nor shall its approval be 
required at any stage of the budget process.  
 
 E. Budget Process During Periods Funded by Property Tax Levy  
 
During any period in which the Authority is financed by a Property Tax Levy as provided in 
Section 11 of Act 321 and Article XIII (B) of these Articles, the mandates of this paragraph shall 
apply to the Authority’s budgeting process, and shall supercede the mandates of paragraph (D) of 
this Article.  The Board shall prepare a proposed annual operating and capital budget reflecting 
the projected revenues and projected expenditures of the Authority for the next fiscal year 
beginning July 1.  The Board shall adopt the proposed budget by a majority vote of the members 
of the Board in such a manner as to assure that said budget is approved prior to July 1 of the year 
it is to commence.  The Board’s approval by majority vote shall be the final approval required for 
the budget.  The budget may be amended from time to time upon approval of a majority of the 
Board.  Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to require a participating municipality to 
fund the Authority with any general fund monies without the approval of said funding by that 
participating municipality’s governing body, which shall retain the discretion to approve or deny 
general fund monies to the Authority during the time periods to which this subsection applies.  
During any period in which the Authority shall cease to be funded by a Property Tax Levy as 
provided in Section 11 of Act 321 and Article XIII (B) of these Articles, the budget procedure  
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followed shall be that found in Paragraph (D) of this Article, which shall supercede this 
Paragraph during all such times. 
 
 F. Accounting and Budgeting Practices 
 
The accounting and budgeting practices of the Authority shall conform with standard accounting 
practices, the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, Act 2, Public Acts of Michigan, 1968, as 
amended, and all other applicable provisions of law. 
 
ARTICLE XIV. 
  
PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITY WITHDRAWAL  
A participating municipality shall not withdraw from the Authority during the period that a tax is 
authorized to be levied by the electors of the Authority. 
 
A participating municipality may withdraw from the Authority, subject to the limitation in the 
first paragraph of this Article, by resolution of the participating municipality’s legislative body 
approving the withdrawal, a certified copy of the resolution shall be provided to the Board at least 
twelve (12) months prior to the beginning of a new fiscal year for the Authority. Such new fiscal 
year shall serve as the effective date for the withdrawal.  Notwithstanding these requirements, any 
withdrawal occurring pursuant to subsection A of Article XIII shall be deemed to be effective on 
the last day of the fiscal year, with the only notice requirement being the Authority’s receipt of a 
resolution of withdrawal enacted by the withdrawing member’s governing body on or before 90 
days prior to the last day of the fiscal year. 
 
A participating municipality that withdraws from the Authority shall remain liable for a 
proportion of the debts and liabilities of the Authority incurred while the participating 
municipality was a part of the Authority.  The proportion of the Authority’s debts for which a 
participating municipality remains liable as a result of this withdrawal from the Authority shall be 
determined by dividing the state equalized value of the real property in the participating 
municipality by the state equalized value of all real property in the Authority on the effective date 
of the withdrawal. 
 
Any property owned by the Authority, which is in the possession of the withdrawing municipality 
or in the possession of personnel who will no longer remain with the Authority as a result of the 
participating municipality’s withdrawal from the Authority, shall be returned to the Authority 
before the effective date of the withdrawal.  The withdrawing municipality shall not be entitled to 
the return of any credit for any property or money it transferred to or paid to the Authority prior 
to the withdrawal. 
 
ARTICLE XV 
 
DISSOLUTION OF AUTHORITY 
The Authority may be dissolved by the concurring resolution of the governing body of each 
participating municipality of the Authority at the time of such dissolution, or by operation of 
subsection A of Article XIII following failure of a millage and subsequent failure of the 
governing bodies of at least two-thirds of the participating members to resolve to continue the 
Authority.  Prior to dissolution of the Authority any outstanding indebtedness of the Authority, 
including any bonds issued under Section 21 and/or Section 23 of Act 321 shall be paid.  Any  
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assets of the Authority remaining after the payment of any such outstanding indebtedness shall be 
distributed to the participating municipalities of the Authority at the time of the dissolution based 
upon each participating municipality’s most recent financial contribution to the Authority.  Any 
land, buildings, and/or facilities that were contributed to the Authority by a participating 
municipality and is maintained, owned, or operated by the Authority shall revert back to the 
originating municipality.  Any land purchased by the authority or donated shall be sold and the 
proceeds distributed according to the 1) the formula in Article XIII, paragraph A, if the 
participating municipalities, at the time of dissolution, are directly funding the Authority’s budget 
or 2) according to the formula arrived at by dividing the state equalized value of the real property 
in each participating municipality by the state equalized value of all real property in the Authority 
on the effective date of the dissolution.  In all instances, the participating municipality in which 
said real estate is located shall be given the right of first refusal on the purchase of said real estate.  
In the event of a dissolution following a period of property tax levy by the Authority, any funds 
obtained via levy, and/or property purchased by such funds, which are subsequently distributed to 
the participating municipalities pursuant to this Article shall be assigned by the participating 
municipalities to public purposes consistent with the purposes approved by the electorate for the 
original levy.       
 
Notwithstanding the above paragraph, in the event that, at the time of dissolution, the Authority is 
in possession of lands acquired with, or developed with, in whole or in part, grant funds from the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (hereinafter the “MNRTF”), or the Land and Water 
Conservation Fun (hereinafter the “LWCF”), the following procedure shall control the disposition 
of said lands.  All lands purchased or developed with MNRTF or LWCF funds, in whole or in 
part, must be maintained as public outdoor recreation land in perpetuity, unless said lands are 
replaced with land of equivalent fair market value and recreational usefulness, unless said lands, 
instead of being purchased, are leased for the purpose of developing public outdoor recreation 
facilities for a period of at least twenty (20) years when assistance is from MNRTF funds or at 
least twenty-five (25) years when assistance is from LWCF funds.  Accordingly, to comply with 
MNRTF and LWCF mandates in the event of dissolution, the participating municipality in which 
the lands acquired or developed with MNRTF or LWCF funds are located shall assume title and 
control of said lands, and shall be required to maintain said lands as public outdoor recreation 
land in perpetuity, or until the expiration of any lease of the lands from any party to the Authority 
or its successors whose original period was twenty (20) years or longer, whichever is greater, 
unless said lands are replaced with land of equivalent fair market value and recreational 
usefulness.  All long-term obligations for the maintenance or public recreation land established by 
any other recreation grant program that may be offered by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources in the future shall similarly be followed should the Authority receive grant assistance 
from said future grant program.  Said lands shall be transferred to the participating municipality 
in which the lands are located, and said transfer shall not be credited, set-off, or computed against 
any other allocation under this Article’s dissolution procedure, nor shall any credit, computation, 
or set-off be made in recognition of any maintenance costs associated with said lands. 
 
ARTICLE XVI 
 
EMPLOYEES 
The Board may employ such personnel and employees as it may consider desirable and may 
retain from time to time the services of attorneys, accountants, and other consultants, as the Board 
considers necessary to carry out the purpose of the Authority. 
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The Board shall appoint a Director of Parks and Recreation of the Authority who shall be the 
chief administrative employee of the Authority, and who shall, as determined by the Board, have 
sufficient qualifications and experience necessary to serve as the chief administrative officer of 
the Authority.  The Director shall administer the activities conducted and services provided by the  
 
 
Authority on a daily basis as may be more fully determined by the Board. The Director will serve 
at the pleasure of the Board. 
 
ARTICLE XVII 
 
AUDIT 
The Board shall procure an annual audit, consistent with the requirements of Section 27 of Act 
321, to be made of the books, records and financial transactions of the Authority by a certified 
public accountant.  Three copies of the audit report prepared by the certified public accountant 
shall be furnished to each participating municipality.  The books and records of the Authority 
shall be open for inspection by any participating municipality at all reasonable times. 
 
ARTICLE XVIII 
STATE, FEDERAL AND PRIVATE GRANTS 
The Authority shall have the power to apply for and accept grants, loans or contributions from the 
United States of America or any agency or instrumentality thereof, the State of Michigan or other 
public or private agencies; and to do any and all requirements necessary or desirable to secure 
such financial or other aid or cooperation in carrying out any of the purposes of Act 321.  In the 
event that any grant, loan or contribution shall require a long term obligation as to the use, 
maintenance, or operation of a specific piece of property, the approval of the governing body of 
the participating municipality in which such property is located shall be required prior to the 
acceptance of the grant, loan, or contribution by the Authority.   
 
ARTICLE XIX 
 
INVESTMENT 
The Treasurer of the Authority when authorized by a resolution of the Board may invest general 
funds of the Authority.  The board must approve the treasurer’s investment policy. Such 
investment by the Treasurer shall be made in compliance with the laws of the State of Michigan. 
 
ARTICLE XX 
 
EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION 
The property of the Authority shall be exempt from all taxation and assessments and no writ of 
attachment or writ of execution shall be levied upon the property of the Authority. 
 
ARTICLE XXI 
 
PUBLICATION 
These Articles of Incorporation shall be published not less than once in a newspaper generally 
circulated within the participating municipalities, before they are adopted.  The adoption of these 
Articles of Incorporation by a participating municipality shall be evidenced by an endorsement on 
these Articles by the clerk of such participating municipality.  Upon adoption of these Articles of 
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Incorporation by each of these participating municipalities, a printed copy thereof shall be filed 
with the Secretary of State.   
 
ARTICLE XXII 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
The Authority shall become effective upon the filing of certified copies of these Articles with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in the preceding Article. 
 
ARTICLE XXIII 
 
AMENDMENTS 
These Articles of Incorporation may be amended at any time so as to permit any county, city, 
village or township to become a participating municipality of the Authority, if such amendment to 
the Articles of Incorporation are adopted by the legislative body of such county, city, village or 
township proposing to become a member, and if such amendment is adopted by the legislative 
body of each participating municipality of which the Authority is composed.  Other amendments 
may be made to these Articles of Incorporation at any time if adopted by the legislative body of 
each participating municipality of which the Authority is composed.  This requirement shall apply 
to all amendments to the articles, including those which would otherwise be exempted by 
paragraph (4) of Section 5 of Act 321.  Any such amendment shall be published, endorsed, and 
certified and printed copies thereof filed in the same manner as the original Articles of 
Incorporation.  
 
ARTICLE XXIV 
 
REVERSION OF LEASES OF EXISTING PARK LAND 
In the event that any land leased to the Authority shall, during the Authority’s stewardship and 
lease of said lands, be improved or developed, in whole or in part, with the assistance of 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (“MNRTF”) and/or Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(“LWCF”) monies, the Authority shall, throughout the Authority’s stewardship and lease of the 
lands, be responsible for maintaining said lands in accordance with all grant requirements 
attendant to funding under the MNRTF and/or LWCF requirements.  In the event of the 
dissolution of the Authority, or any other termination of the Authority’s lease for any reason, the 
participating municipality which holds title to the lands shall maintain said lands in accordance 
with all grant requirements attendant to funding under the MNRTF and/or LWCF requirements, 
in perpetuity for those obligations occurring pursuant to LWCF requirements, and for the entire 
period of the grant or original lease of the property, whichever is longer, for those obligations 
occurring under the MNRTF.  The requirements of this paragraph shall not be utilized in any way 
in determining any calculations, credits, or set-offs in regards to any dissolution arrangements 
under Article XV of these Articles. 
 
ARTICLE XXV 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
These Articles of Incorporation may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall 
be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
The captions in these Articles of Incorporation are for convenience only and shall not be 
considered as part of these Articles of Incorporation or in any way limiting or amplifying the 
terms and provisions hereof. 
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These Articles have been adopted by the governing bodies of the: City of Howell, the Township 
of Genoa, the Township of Marion and the Township of Oceola, as set forth in the following 
endorsements, and in witness whereof the Mayor and City Clerk of the City or Howell, 
Supervisor and Township Clerk of the Township of Genoa, Supervisor and Township Clerk of 
the Township of Marion and Supervisor and Township Clerk of the Township of Oceola, have 
endorsed thereon the statement of such adoption. 
 
 

 
Mayor, City of Howell 
 
 
Clerk, City of Howell 

 
The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were adopted by the City Council of the City of Howell, 
Livingston County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the ____ day of ______, 2008. 
 
 

Supervisor, Township of Genoa 
 
 
Clerk, Township of Genoa 

 
The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were adopted by the Township Board of the Township of 
Genoa, Livingston County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the ____ day of ______, 2008. 
 
 

Supervisor, Township of Marion 
 
 
Clerk, Township of Marion 

 
The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were adopted by the Township Board of the Township of 
Marion, Livingston County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the ____ day of ______, 2008. 
 
 

Supervisor, Township of Oceola 
 
 
Clerk, Township of Oceola 
 

The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were adopted by the Township Board of the Township of 
Oceola, Livingston County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the ____ day of ______, 2009. 
 


